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Abstract 
A prepositional phrase is a word group containing a preposition and its object, 
which functions to modify the object. This research focused on the prepositional 
phrase found in the written work of fifth-semester students in the English Education 
Study Program at Tadulako University. The goal of this study were to ascertain the 
functions of prepositional phrases within students' writings and determine the 
prevailing prepositional phrase type utilized by the students in their writing. This 
research used descriptive qualitative design. The subject of this research was 10% 
of total subject (about 19 students). The subject was chosen by using purposive 
sampling technique. The data of this research were the sentences contain 
prepositional phrase in students’ writings. Based on the theory used, the 
researchers identified the functions of prepositional phrase in the data, and 
discovered the most dominant function of prepositional phrase. From the analysis, 
there are two functions of prepositional phrase found in the students’ writings. They 
are complement and adjunct. If it is adjunct, it can be adjectival adjunct and 
adverbial adjunct. The most dominant function is complement which is 62%. 
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Introduction 

Language is a tool of communication that is as a system which means that formed by 
a number of components that are fixed and can be patterned (Moats, 2020). Each 
language has its own rules in linguistics, such as phonology, morphology, syntax, and 
semantics (Madani, Basri, Bochari and Hastini. 2022). Syntax is a branch of linguistics 
which discusses about sentence structure. In syntax, A prepositional phrase is a group of 
words comprising a preposition and its object, which serves to modify the object. A 
prepositional phrase modifies a verb or a noun. There are two functions of prepositional 
phrase. The first function is prepositional phrase as a complement. The second function 
is prepositional phrase as adjunct. The complement and adjunct positions often contain 
prepositional phrases that communicate obligatory and optional information, like 
where, when or why an event happens. We can find the complements and adjuncts in 
writing, for example the use of complement and adjunct in sentences. Writing ability is 
defined to initiate and evolve ideas and then use certain revising and editing practises to 
develop them to maturity in a given context (Iftanti, 2016). 

This research aims at determining the use of prepositional phrase on students’ 
writings. Prepositional phrases are one of the essential components of a sentence, as 
they help establish relationships between the subject, object, and verb, often providing 
additional information. (Putri et al., 2020). Prepositional phrases should generally be 
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placed near what they describe.  Basically, it consists of preposition plus an NP. It is 
important to conduct because it can explain more about the positions of prepositional 
phrase in sentences. Sentence is a group of words that has at least one subject and one 
verb and has a complete idea (Bochari et al., 2019). The students must be familiar with 
essential phrases as part of their fundamental knowledge and skills because each 
sentence's structure relies on specific phrase categories. (Junaid, 2018). There are four 
English phrase levels. It is consisting of Noun Phrase (NP), Verb Phrase (VP), Adjective 
Phrase (AP), and Prepositional Phrase (PP). Thus, the terms NP, VP, AP, and PP are used 
to represent functions in a sentence Dahlan, (2014). For this research, it focused on the 
prepositional phrase which has two function such as complement and adjunct. 
Complement 

Complements are modifiers that are usually positioned near the head (though not 
always) and are either mandated or prohibited by specific lexical elements. According to 
Brinton L et al, (2010): The Prepositional Phrase can be either an obligatory 
complement of the verb. Miller, (2002) argues that complements "complete" the 
meaning of the verb, giving it both syntactic and semantic completion, while adjuncts 
simply provide additional information that could be dispensed with. (Basri et al., 2021) 
explain the position of complement that verbs are not the only categories that take 
complements. Prepositions also take complements. So in a phrase like in the kitchen, the 
kitchen is the complement of the preposition in. Certain adjectives also take 
complements for example fond in ‘She is fond of music’. The PP ‘of music’ is the 
complement of the adjective fond. Whithout this PP the sentence is ungrammatical’’.  
According to Meyers et al., (1994) state that the verb has an argument theta roles: 
theme, source, goal, patient, recipient, experiencer, proposition, question, etc. It means 
the sentence consists of complement in form of prepositional phrase depends on on the 
verb, if the verb is dynamic, it should need argument. 
Adjunct  

The term "adjunct" is a concept in grammatical theory used to describe an optional 
or secondary element in sentence construction. Removing an adjunct does not alter the 
fundamental structure of the rest of the sentence. For instance, consider the sentence 
"She baked the cake with chocolate chips," where "with chocolate chips" is an adjunct. 
Removing it results in "She baked the cake," and the core structure remains unchanged. 
Other elements, such as vocatives and adjectives, have also been categorized as adjuncts 
in various grammatical descriptions. Many adjuncts can be viewed as modifiers that 
attach to the head of a phrase, just like adjectives and some adverbs Major & Crystal, 
(1992). In some sentences, you may find two or more prepositional phrases (PPs) that 
serve different functions, such as an adjectival adjunct PP and an adverbial adjunct PP.  
a. Adverbial Adjunct 

Adverbial adjunct is to modify the verb. According to Brinton L et al, (2010): adverbial 
adjunct is an optional modifier of the verb, here is the example of adverbial adjunct. The 
PP at the monkey modifies the V laughed. This adverbial adjunct carries information 
about “how” the girl laughed. 
b. Adjectival Adjunct 

Adjectival Adjunct is to modify noun. In the example the box on the shelf in the room both 
PP on the shelf and in the room are post modifier of the noun, then it can be called as 
adjectival adjuncts. Thus, Both PP modify the head box. 

The researchers are interested in taking this topic because prepositional phrase 
can be a complement and adjunct, and the position of prepositional phrase can make 
some confusion for the students because of the multiple positions and the students did 
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not understanding in identifying the verb in the sentence. It is difficult to know the 
sentences containing complement and adjunct without know the function of the verb. 
This makes the researchers want to find out about the functions and the most dominant 
one of prepositional phrase made by the students. 

There are some related studies that conducted previously to support this research. 
The first is a research was conducted by Nihayati (2020) The data are sentences which 
contain adverbials working as ideas, and they were taken from a brief story entitled A 
Story of Two Jackets. The second is the current research was conducted by Dewi (2020). 
The data were taken from a research entitled Investigation of Adjuncts Use in J. F. 
Kennedy’s Speech for the Members of Congress and Diplomatic Corps of Latin America 
on 13 March 1961. The third is current research was conducted by Handayani et al., 
(2016). The data were taken from a research entitled Simple Prepositional Phrases 
Found in Business Articles of The Jakarta Post.  

Those related studies share a common topic, which is the examination of the use of 
prepositional phrases in syntax studies. However, they vary in their specific focuses. The 
first study concentrated on the utilization of adjuncts in a story involving two jackets, 
while the second study examined the frequency of each adjunct used in a recording. In 
contrast, the third study delved into the syntactic functions of simple prepositional 
phrases found in business articles of the Jakarta Post. In the current research, the 
researchers centered their investigation on the analysis of prepositional phrase usage in 
written work created by fifth-semester students in the English Education Study Program 
at Tadulako University.  

This research was conducted to identify functions of prepositional phrase occuring 
in the students’ writing and to find out the the most prevalent functions of prepositional 
phrases used by the students in their writing. The researchers limited this study by 
investigating the use of prepositional phrase as complements and as adjuncts on the 
written work. The researchers formulated the research question as follows: what 
functions of prepositional phrase occur in the students’ writings? Then what is the most 
dominant function of prepositional phrase students used in their writings? 

 
Method 

For this research, the researchers applied descriptive qualitative research design 
to analyze the use of prepositional phrase on the students’ writings, and to discover the 
function of prepositional phrase and the most dominant function used in students’ 
writing. Qualitative research provides a way to investigate and grasp the interpretations 
that individuals or groups assign to a social human issue. (Creswell, 2012). In addition, 
the purpose of this research is to describe, to identify, and to explain the problem 
descriptively under the research. The subject of this research was the fifth semester 
students of English Education Study Program at Tadulako University. The classes in the 
fifth semester of 2022 consist of six classes from class A to class F.  The total of subject is 
194 students. The way to choose the subject is from the total of subject X 10%. Thus, the 
numbers of the subject will be 19 students. In this research, the researchers used 
purposive sampling. According to Arikunto (2010:183), purposive sampling as the 
process of selecting a sample based not on the level or area but on a specific purpose. 
Gay (1987) also suggest that, for descriptive research, a minimum sample size of 10% of 
the total subjects is considered, and for studies with very few subjects per group, this 
rule still applies. In this case, some students from each class became the subject of this 
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research. For purposive sampling, the researchers chose the students who are willing 
and trusted can provide the correct data to achieve the objectives of this research.  

Data collection method is the way that researchers do for collecting the data in the 
research. In collecting the data, each student was given an assignment by the 
researchers to make a composition based on the topic which is the use of prepositional 
phrase that has been discussed previously in their Syntax class. Then, the students 
writing the sentences, and submitted their writings to the researchers and it was 
accomplished as the final process of data collection.  

Data analysis is the most important step of research findings. This is because data 
guided us towards scientific findings.  The procedures of data analysis have some steps. 
The first is the researchers read the text. The second is the researchers identified the 
sentences containing prepositional phrase. The third is to classify the prepositional 
phrase based on the functions of prepositional phrase (to answer the first research 
question) and the last is to determine the most dominant functions of prepositional 
phrase (to answer the second research question). 

 
Results 

The data findings were obtained from the students' writings. In the research that 
has been carried out, 133 sentences were obtained from 7 categories of picture based on 
the appendix as the total data. Therefore, the researchers only used 80 sentences to be 
analyzed because the other sentences did not provide sentences that contained 
prepositional phrase. Sentences contain prepositional phrase are merely identified and 
discussed in this research. The analyzed data consist of 80 sentences from 7 picture 
categories obtained from the students' writings which consisted of prepositional phrase. 
These sentences were written by different students which are 19 students. To make the 
findings easy to understand, the researchers divided each category. Each item was 
identified related to the research question, such as the function of prepositional phrase 
and the function is dominant ones. This following table showed the recapitulation of the 
data: 

Table 1. List of Category 

Category 

Total each prepositional phrase function 

Complement 
Adjunct 

Adverbial Adjunct Adjectival Adjunct 

What do the girls buy? - 10 - 
What does the woman cook? - 11 1 
What does the person clean? - 8 - 
What do the boys put? 17 - - 
What do the people move? 10 - - 
What does she throw? 12 - - 
What does the speaker subject? 11 - - 

Total each function 50 29 1 

Total functions 80 

Based on the data, it shows the result that consisting prepositional of phrase 
functions are complement and adjunct. To be easier in understanding the analyzed data, 
the researchers count it in form of percent. The way to count the result is that the total 
data of each function of prepositional phrase is divided by the total of data and it will be 
multiplied by 100. Here are the following pattern and the result:  
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Chart 1. Percentage of each Prepositional Phrase Function 

 
Discussion 

In this part, the researchers discuss the results of this research. Prepositional 
phrases can function as adverbs and complements. If a prepositional phrase serves as an 
adverb, it can convey information related to time, place, manner, reason, degree, or 
frequency. When it is adverb of place in form of prepositional phrase, it can be 
complement and adjunct, if it is complement, it depends on the verb and the object, In 
their work study, Brown and Miller  (1991)  points out that adverbials of place and time 
are typically categorized as sentence modifiers. On the other hand According to 
Greenbaum and Nelson (2002), adverbials are considered optional elements in sentence 
structure. However, certain elements conveying the same information as adverbials are 
necessary for the verb to be complete. In contrast, other adverbs in the form of 
prepositional phrases are consistently classified as adjuncts because they primarily 
serve as modifiers.  but the other adverbs in form of prepositional phrase are always 
adjunct because it is only modifier. Basri et al (2021) state that there are two functions 
of prepositional phrase The first function is complement, and the second is adjunct. If it 
is adjunct, it can be adjectival adjunct and adverbial adjunct. Nelson et al. (2002) also 
support this result that prepositions have head PPs which are specified as obligatory 
and optional. These functions of prepositional phrase are sentences consisting of the 
phrase structure. Then, the researchers found the sentences that functions of 
prepositional phrase. 

In the chart above, we can see that there are two functions of prepositional phrase 
found from students’ writings which are complement and adjunct. The first is 
complement. There are 50 sentences of 80 sentences  containing complement. Thus, the 
total data show that 62% of the students used complement in their writing. Although the 
complement became the dominant function in students’ writing, there were some 
students who did not know what complement is and how important the complement is 
in the sentence. There were only 50 of 76 sentences produced by the students consisting 
of complement. The rest was 26 sentences which did not have complement showing that 
their understanding of complement is less. Thus, some students did not know to identify 
the verb in the sentences because if the verb is dynamic and the object does movement, 
it must need argument as location in form of prepositional phrase. 

The second is adjunct. There are 30 sentences of  80 sentences that is consisting of 
adjunct.  If it is adjunct, it can be adjectival adjunct and adverbial adjunct. Based on the 
chart above, the data show the dominant function students used is complement which is 
62%. Basri et al (2021) state a complement is required (i.e obligatory). If it is a 
complement, it needs argument. The number of argument of the sentence depends on 
the verb.  The other reason why it is complement because they know the complements 

Complemen

t 

62% 

Adverbial 

Adjunct 

37% 

Adjectival 

Adjunct 

1% 

Complement Adverbial Adjunct Adjectival Adjunct
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cannot be omitted from the sentences. If it is omitted, the sentences will be incomplete 
meaning. 
 

 Conclusion 
Based on the results of this study, function of prepositional phrase can be adverb 

and complement, if it is adverb it can be showing time, place, manner, reason, degree, 
and frequency. When it is adverb to showing place in form of prepositional phrase can 
be complement and adjunct, but the other adverbs in form of prepositional phrase are 
always adjunct because it is only modifier in the sentene. There are 2 functions of 
prepositional phrase which occurs in students’ writings. They are complement and 
adjunct, and if it is adjunct, it can be adjectival adjunct and adverbial adjunct. Then, the 
most dominant function of prepositional phrase students used in their writing is 
complement. After conducting this research, the researchers would like to provide some 
suggestions, especially to English teachers/lecturers, students, and next researchers. As 
we know, prepositional phrase is one of the elements in making sentence. First, to 
English teachers/lecturers, especially in the grammar field, this research provides data 
that can be used for teaching activity, especially in discussing prepositional phrase and 
its functions or roles in sentence. Thus, it can be used as reference for learning. To 
writing teachers/lecturers, they can use this study to know the functions and the role of 
prepositional phrase in the sentence, thus, they can teach and deepen grammar 
knowledge of the students. Second, to students, it is still not easy to use the function of 
prepositional phrase in a sentence. It depends on our grammar knowledge. This 
research provides data that can be used for learning, especially for using prepositional 
phrase in sentence. In writing, they must have good knowledge of grammar or sentence 
structure. Third, to next researchers who want to conduct research in the same field, 
especially prepositional phrase, maybe they can analyze the use of prepositional phrase 
function as adverb. They also can use other objects, like student textbooks or writing 
results from their assignments. In addition, the next researchers should take data 
repeatedly, so they can obtain a lot of data to be analyzed. 
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