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Abstract 

The objective of the study is to investigate the factors affecting English 
Language Engagement among the Law Department Learners in Papua.  This 
study is qualitative by implementing a cross-sectional design to capture a 
snapshot of English language engagement among the Law Department 
Learners in Papua. A diverse sample of the Law Department Learners in 
Papua from multiple schools had been selected. The sample included 
learners from different grades, socio-economic backgrounds, and language 
proficiency levels in the Law Department Learners in Papua. Qualitative 
data from open-ended questions were subjected to thematic analysis to 
identify recurring patterns and themes related to intrinsic and extrinsic 
factors. This study confirms that conventional monotony in instructional 
materials and insufficient reading practice are the main factors that make 
the Law Department Learners in Papua lazy to learn English in the 
classroom. It is recommended to delve deeper into the identified factors of 
conventional monotony in instructional materials and insufficient reading 
practice as contributors to students' lack of motivation in learning English in 
the classroom. 

Keywords: Factors, affecting, English Language Engagement, the Law Department 
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Introduction 

In today’s globalized world, proficiency in the English language holds paramount 
importance as a crucial tool for effective communication, cross-cultural interaction, and 
access to a myriad of educational and professional opportunities. At the learners, the 
acquisition of English language skills becomes a pivotal endeavor, laying the foundation 
for students' future academic pursuits and career prospects. However, a recurring 
challenge encountered by educators and researchers alike is the apparent reluctance or 
resistance exhibited by some learners towards actively engaging in English language 
learning within the classroom setting (Council, 2003; Rice & Zigmond, 2000). 

This empirical study delves into the multifaceted nature of student engagement 
with the English language in the learners environment, with a specific focus on the 
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intrinsic and extrinsic factors that may contribute to students' varying degrees of 
motivation and enthusiasm (Abrouq, 2022; Zhou, 2014). Intrinsic factors pertain to 
those inherent to the individual learner, encompassing aspects such as personal 
interests, attitudes, and self-perceived competence in the language. Extrinsic factors, on 
the other hand, encompass external influences like teaching methodologies, classroom 
environment, parental involvement, and societal expectations. 

While the realm of language learning motivation and engagement has garnered 
significant scholarly attention, this research endeavors to extend the existing body of 
knowledge by conducting an in-depth empirical analysis within the context of learners 
education (Ahmed & Pervin, 2015; Ibrahim et al., 2022). By delving into the interplay 
between intrinsic and extrinsic factors, this study seeks to uncover nuanced insights 
that can guide educators, administrators, and policymakers in designing more effective 
strategies to enhance English language learning experiences for learners. Through a 
comprehensive exploration of these factors, this research aims to contribute to a more 
holistic understanding of the dynamics shaping student attitudes and behaviors 
towards English language acquisition, thus facilitating the cultivation of engaged and 
proficient learners (Kpolovie et al., 2014; Papi & Hiver, 2020; Ushioda, 2011). 

While numerous studies have investigated factors influencing language learning 
motivation and engagement, a dearth of research exists in the specific context of 
learners within the realm of English language acquisition. Motivation, attention, 
engagement, and intellectual effort are all characteristics that influence engagement 
(Ginting, 2021). The students’ engagement increases if the online content is related to 
the syllabus but engagement is not the same as the face-to-face lectures in the class 
(Dwivedi et al., 2019). Personal factors, characteristics of the program, implementation 
of the program and factors related to teacher behavior affected their engagement in 
English language preparatory classes (Karafil & Oguz, 2019). Social factors, i.e. 
interaction with peers and teachers, social presence, and usage of social media 
positively impact active collaborative learning and student involvement, thus affecting 
their learning performance (Qureshi et al., 2023). The greater the use of e-learning 
materials and tools within an educational context, the higher the performance of the 
students and the efficiency of teaching practices (Alenezi, 2020). Besides that, Many 
EFL student teachers' efforts in coping with course-related reading materials were 
externally driven. They showed low liking for learning, demonstrated little enthusiasm, 
interest, enjoyment, and confidence in relation to academic reading. Also, they did not 
always understand the values of academic reading and text relevance for their 
development as teachers (Yulia et al., 2020).  

Existing literature predominantly focuses on language learning motivation at 
higher education levels or in more informal learning environments. As a result, there 
remains a notable research gap in comprehensively understanding the intricate 
interplay between intrinsic and extrinsic factors affecting English language engagement 
among learners. This research aims to address this gap by conducting a rigorous 
empirical analysis that dissects the nuanced dynamics of student engagement within 
the specific setting of the Law Department Learners in Papua, thus providing insights 
that can inform tailored pedagogical approaches for this critical phase of language 
development. Based on the background, the objective of the study is to investigate the 
factors affecting English Language Engagement among the Law Department Learners in 
Papua.  



Jurnal Onoma: Pendidikan, Bahasa dan Sastra 

ISSN 2443-3667 (print) 2715-4564 (online) 

1155 
 

Method 
This study is qualitative (Stroud & Green, 2022) by implementing a cross-

sectional design (Cummings, 2018) to capture a snapshot of English language 
engagement among learners. A diverse sample of law department learners in Papua 
from multiple schools had been selected. The sample included students from different 
grades, socio-economic backgrounds, and language proficiency levels in law department 
learners in Papua. Intrinsic factors like personal interests, attitudes, and self-perceived 
competence explored through items assessing motivation, self-efficacy, and learning 
preferences. Extrinsic factors including teaching methodologies, classroom 
environment, parental involvement, and societal expectations probed using items 
targeting teaching quality, classroom resources, parental support, and perceived societal 
relevance of English. Qualitative data from open-ended questions were subjected to 
thematic analysis to identify recurring patterns and themes (Clarke et al., 2015) related 
to intrinsic and extrinsic factors. 
 

Result  
As previously explained that this research aims to investigate the factors affecting 

English Language Engagement among the Law Department Learners in Papua. Below is 
the elaboration of data:  

 
Conventional Monotony in Instructional Materials  

Through the conducted interviews, a prevailing sentiment emerged among the 
Law Department Learners in Papua, underscoring the prominent role played by 
conventionally monotonous teaching materials as a pivotal factor contributing to their 
disinclination towards active participation and learning in the English language 
classroom. This sentiment appeared to be deeply rooted in the students' initial 
experiences with the subject, suggesting that their difficulties commenced right from the 
outset of their language learning journey. 

One illustrative instance that encapsulates this sentiment pertains to the 
pedagogical approach employed in teaching grammatical tenses. As expounded by the 
interviewees, the conventional method of instructing tenses through formulaic 
memorization engendered a sense of arduousness. This conventional methodology 
involves a rigid pattern of rote learning, akin to the procedures characteristic of 
mathematical instruction. Consequently, the students likened the process to the study of 
mathematical sciences, a subject often perceived as daunting and elusive. 

These observations resonate across the diverse student body, as evidenced by 
the responses of participants hailing from three distinct educational institutions. This 
unanimity of perspective implies a shared experience among students, transcending the 
boundaries of individual school contexts. This uniform disdain towards the conventional 
pedagogical materials underscores their influence as a widespread and impactful factor 
in shaping students' perceptions of English language learning. 

In essence, the students' portrayal of conventionally monotonous teaching 
materials as a deterrent to engagement highlights the significance of instructional 
methods in determining the disposition of students towards language acquisition. The 
analogy drawn between the process of learning tenses and that of mathematical 
concepts serves as a poignant depiction of the inherent challenge posed by uninspiring 
instructional techniques. As such, these findings accentuate the need for innovative and 
dynamic approaches to language pedagogy that can ameliorate the perceived tedium of 
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learning, fostering a more conducive environment for active and meaningful language 
acquisition. Below generated the interview result with the students from the different 
law department learners in Papua:  

“I harbor a strong aversion to mathematics due to the necessity of committing 
formulas to memory. This requirement compels my mind to engage in constant 
memorization, resulting in a fleeting familiarity with the formulas that dissipates 
over time. A comparable situation unfolded during my English language learning 
endeavors, particularly when grappling with tenses. In the realm of past tense, the 
demand to memorize the altered forms of verbs from their present counterparts 
proved perplexing, leaving me notably befuddled when distinguishing the past 
forms of irregular verbs” (Interview, Ronald from  Class “A”) 
 

“I genuinely desire to become proficient in English through classroom learning, 
yet I find it quite challenging. The reason is that I frequently struggle to remember 
whether to add -‘s’, ‘es’ or ‘ed’ to verbs, which ultimately discourages me from 
continuing my learning efforts. My laziness and confusion regarding English 
tenses forms hinder my motivation to learn further” (Interview, Ledy from Class 
“B”)  
 

“I consistently experienced feelings of monotony during English classroom 
sessions, especially when assigned tasks by the teacher. It becomes quite 
challenging for me when all the task questions need to be addressed right there in 
class. The majority of the class time gets consumed by responding to these 
questions. The classroom lacks engagement as we merely remain quiet while 
answering these questions, after which the tasks are collected for evaluation by 
the teacher. This approach leaves me feeling extremely uninterested and 
unmotivated to participate in such learning settings” 
(Interview, Sintia from Class“C”) 

 
Furthermore, a substantial portion of students have expressed a strong preference 

for interactive learning methodologies. These include engaging in discussions, sharing 
personal opinions, participating in educational games, making educated guesses, and 
embracing similar interactive activities. These dynamic approaches have the potential to 
captivate students' attention and maintain their focus throughout the duration of the 
classroom session. 

Traditional methods, such as solely relying on textbooks or completing extensive 
student worksheets with a mere emphasis on question answering, tend to foster 
monotony within the learning process. To counteract this, there is a palpable demand 
for novel and innovative teaching techniques. These methods not only prevent the 
tedium that can arise from conventional approaches but also encourage deeper 
engagement with the subject matter. 

Creating a conducive learning environment plays a pivotal role in this endeavor. It 
is essential to establish an atmosphere that resonates with students, making the lesson 
material feel relevant, intriguing, and relatable. By doing so, students are more likely to 
be receptive to the lesson content, leading to a more effective learning experience 
overall. 

However, the researcher also delved into the teacher's perspective, seeking to 
understand the reasons behind the observed challenges. To gain insights, interviews 
were conducted with English teachers across three different schools. Interestingly, one 
of the teachers openly acknowledged that her instructional approach primarily adhered 
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to the prescribed content of the textbook. She had been delivering lessons in a 
somewhat monotonous manner, strictly following the curriculum and refraining from 
incorporating supplementary materials due to time constraints. 

This revelation holds significant implications and underscores an important 
finding from the researcher's investigation. It prompted the suggestion that teacher 
creativity should be nurtured and harnessed to better cater to the diverse needs of 
students in the realm of English language teaching and learning. Enhancing creativity 
within teaching methods can be achieved through dynamic instructional strategies, and 
one effective approach is to revitalize the classroom's teaching materials by introducing 
a range of engaging activities. 

A valuable source of material that can inject vibrancy and diversity into the 
classroom is literature. The depth and breadth of literary works offer a rich reservoir of 
activities that can be integrated into lessons. These activities not only capture students' 
attention but also invite them to explore language nuances, cultural contexts, and 
creative interpretations. By leveraging the wealth of literary resources, teachers can 
infuse their lessons with an element of intrigue and novelty, fostering an environment 
that cultivates both linguistic proficiency and a genuine love for learning. Related to this 
finding, the previous study elaborated other aspect that influence the students’ 
engagements. The students’ engagement increases if the online content is related to the 
syllabus but engagement is not the same as the face-to-face lectures in the class 
(Dwivedi et al., 2019). Personal factors, characteristics of the program, implementation 
of the program and factors related to teacher behavior affected their engagement in 
English language preparatory classes (Karafil & Oguz, 2019). Social factors, i.e. 
interaction with peers and teachers, social presence, and usage of social media positively 
impact active collaborative learning and student involvement, thus affecting their 
learning performance (Qureshi et al., 2023). The greater the use of e-learning materials 
and tools within an educational context, the higher the performance of the students and 
the efficiency of teaching practices (Alenezi, 2020). 
 
Insufficient Reading Practice 

In addition to the traditionally dull teaching materials, there are additional 
factors that significantly contribute to students' tendencies toward laziness in learning, 
with one notable factor being the absence of a regular reading habit. Cultivating a habit 
of reading can greatly alleviate this issue, and one effective approach to fostering such a 
habit is by providing students with captivating and engaging texts. These intriguing texts 
can be sourced from various literary forms, including poems, short stories, novels, and a 
range of other genres within the realm of literary works. By incorporating these types of 
content into the learning process, educators can stimulate students' interest and 
curiosity. The inherent appeal of literature lies in its ability to transport readers to 
different worlds, explore diverse perspectives, and evoke emotions, all of which 
contribute to a more dynamic and immersive learning experience. 

Presenting students with thought-provoking literary pieces not only offers a 
break from the monotony of conventional learning materials but also encourages them 
to engage more deeply with the content. As they connect with the narratives, themes, 
and characters, students are more likely to develop a genuine appreciation for reading 
and, consequently, to overcome their inertia towards learning. This approach not only 
enhances their comprehension and critical thinking skills but also cultivates a lifelong 
love for learning through the written word. 
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The preference for novels and short stories among secondary-level students 
presents an interesting challenge for educators who aim to select appropriate teaching 
materials. This inclination towards literary works prompts teachers to consider 
incorporating novels and short stories into their classroom instruction. A 
comprehensive observation conducted by the researcher revealed a noteworthy trend: 
students display a noticeable affinity for reading literary compositions, contrasting with 
their comparatively diminished interest in news articles. 

This divergence becomes evident during classroom discussions centered around 
reading materials. In instances where the teacher assigned news articles as reading texts 
for discussion, a marked hesitance was observed among students when it came to 
expressing their opinions. The topic of the news articles, often revolving around political 
matters, seemed to dampen their eagerness to participate actively. Conversely, the 
researcher noted a remarkable shift in behavior when the teacher introduced short 
stories as reading material. For instance, during a discussion on a short story or a 
summary of a classic narrative like "Cinderella," nearly all students displayed 
enthusiastic engagement. They not only eagerly raised their hands to contribute but 
sometimes even spoke out without waiting for the teacher's prompting. This 
discrepancy in student response underscores the potency of utilizing literary works in 
the classroom. The inherent allure of stories appears to create a more inviting and 
conducive environment for discussion, encouraging students to voice their thoughts 
confidently. It is apparent that the captivating narratives and relatable themes found in 
novels and short stories resonate deeply with students, fostering a sense of connection 
that spurs their active involvement in the learning process. 

Through the interview activity, students revealed how the Insufficient Reading 
Practice factor became one of the factors affecting English Language Engagement among 
learners: 

“Honestly, not always. Sometimes it's just more of the same from the textbook. 
It's like reading for the sake of reading. I prefer when we have something more 
interesting to read, like stories or something” 
(Interview, John from Class “D”) 
 
“Well, I think if we had like, stories or articles about things we're really into, it 
would be cool. And maybe if there were some activities related to what we read, 
so it's not just reading but like, doing something with it” 
(Interview, Rini from Class“A”) 
 
“If reading felt more like exploring things I like and doing fun activities instead of 
a chore, I'd be more interested for sure” 
(Interview, Sandy from Class “B”) 

 
The absence of a regular reading habit stands as a pivotal factor that profoundly 

influences students' inclination towards lethargy in the realm of learning. As education 
continually evolves, the avenues for learning have expanded, granting students access 
to an array of resources and materials. Yet, the act of reading, whether it be academic 
texts, literature, or even informational articles, remains an enduring cornerstone of 
learning. A consistent reading routine not only enriches vocabulary and enhances 
comprehension skills but also fosters a sense of curiosity and intellectual engagement. 
In its absence, a void emerges that can be detrimental to students' overall enthusiasm 
for learning. The lack of a reading habit leads to a restricted exposure to diverse 
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perspectives, ideas, and information, limiting the depth of understanding that can be 
cultivated. As students refrain from this fundamental practice, they miss out on the 
opportunity to stimulate their minds, thereby succumbing to a diminished appetite for 
active participation and critical thinking in the learning process. Consequently, 
addressing this absence through tailored interventions that promote reading could 
prove instrumental in reigniting the spark of curiosity and diligence within students, 
fostering a proactive approach to learning rather than succumbing to the inertia of 
laziness. This finding related to the finding that confirm many EFL student teachers' 
efforts in coping with course-related reading materials were externally driven. They 
showed low liking for learning, demonstrated little enthusiasm, interest, enjoyment, 
and confidence in relation to academic reading. Also, they did not always understand 
the values of academic reading and text relevance for their development as teachers 
(Yulia et al., 2020). Further, Motivation, attention, engagement, and intellectual effort 
are all characteristics that influence engagement (Ginting, 2021). 

 

Conclusion 
Based on the explanation of the finding and discussion session, it can be 

concluded that Conventional monotony in instructional materials and insufficient 
reading practice are the main factors that make the Law Department Learners in Papua 
lazy to learn English in the classroom. For future research, it is recommended to delve 
deeper into the identified factors of conventional monotony in instructional materials 
and insufficient reading practice as contributors to students' lack of motivation in 
learning English in the classroom. 

 
References 
Abrouq, N. (2022). Factors Inhibiting the Development Process of Reflective Thinking 

through Journal Writing: A Literature Review. Journal of World Englishes and 
Educational Practices, 4(2), 70-79.  

Ahmed, A., & Pervin, N. (2015). English-language teachers’ engagement with research: 
Findings from Bangladesh. Professional development in education, 41(1), 21-39.  

Alenezi, A. (2020). The role of e-learning materials in enhancing teaching and learning 
behaviors. International Journal of Information and Education Technology, 10(1), 
48-56.  

Clarke, V., Braun, V., & Hayfield, N. (2015). Thematic analysis. Qualitative psychology: A 
practical guide to research methods, 3, 222-248.  

Council, N. R. (2003). Engaging schools: Fostering high school students' motivation to 
learn. National Academies Press.  

Cummings, C. L. (2018). Cross-sectional design. The SAGE Encyclopedia of 
Communication Research Methods. Thousand Oaks: SAGE Publications Inc. 
Retrieved.  

Dwivedi, A., Dwivedi, P., Bobek, S., & Zabukovšek, S. S. (2019). Factors affecting students’ 
engagement with online content in blended learning. Kybernetes, 48(7), 1500-
1515.  

Ginting, D. (2021). Student engagement and factors affecting active learning in English 
language teaching. VELES (Voices of English Language Education Society), 5(2), 
215-228.  

Ibrahim, C. K. I. C., Manu, P., Belayutham, S., Mahamadu, A.-M., & Antwi-Afari, M. F. 
(2022). Design for safety (DfS) practice in construction engineering and 



Vol. 9, No. 2, 2023 
ISSN 2443-3667(print) 2715-4564 (online) 

 
1160 
 

management research: A review of current trends and future directions. Journal 
of Building Engineering, 52, 104352.  

Karafil, B., & Oguz, A. (2019). Examining Factors Affecting Student Engagement in 
English Preparatory Classes According to Student Opinions. Üniversitepark 
Bülten, 8(2), 117.  

Kpolovie, P. J., Joe, A. I., & Okoto, T. (2014). Academic achievement prediction: Role of 
interest in learning and attitude towards school. International Journal of 
Humanities Social Sciences and Education (IJHSSE), 1(11), 73-100.  

Papi, M., & Hiver, P. (2020). Language learning motivation as a complex dynamic system: 
A global perspective of truth, control, and value. The Modern Language Journal, 
104(1), 209-232.  

Qureshi, M. A., Khaskheli, A., Qureshi, J. A., Raza, S. A., & Yousufi, S. Q. (2023). Factors 
affecting students’ learning performance through collaborative learning and 
engagement. Interactive Learning Environments, 31(4), 2371-2391.  

Rice, D., & Zigmond, N. (2000). Co-teaching in secondary schools: Teacher reports of 
developments in Australian and American classrooms. Learning Disabilities 
Research & Practice, 15(4), 190-197.  

Stroud, L., & Green, E. (2022). Griffiths III–A Case Study Book for Practitioners. Hogrefe 
Publishing GmbH.  

Ushioda, E. (2011). Motivating learners to speak as themselves. Identity, motivation and 
autonomy in language learning, 11, 25.  

Yulia, M. F., Sulistyo, G. H., & Cahyono, B. Y. (2020). Affective Engagement in Academic 
Reading: What EFL Student Teachers Reveal. International Journal of Evaluation 
and Research in Education, 9(3), 791-798.  

Zhou, J. (2014). Persistence motivations of Chinese doctoral students in science, 
technology, engineering, and math. Journal of Diversity in Higher Education, 7(3), 
177.  

 

 


